Minutes
Regular Meeting of 

The Northvale Library Board of Trustees

Wednesday, May 26, 2021
6:30 PM

CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER – 
STATEMENT - 
President Staropoli called the meeting to order at 6:35 PM.  The meeting was held entirely through the Zoom app so board members and members of the public could attend remotely.
STATEMENT - 
President Staropoli read the “Sunshine Statement” into the record as follows:

“This is a Regular Meeting of the Northvale Library Board of Trustees.  The date, time and location of this meeting has been advertised in the official Newspapers of the Borough, filed with the Borough Clerk and posted on the bulletin board in the Municipal Building.  All notice requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act for this meeting have been fulfilled.”   
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

President Staropoli asked all in attendance to rise and join her in a Salute to the Flag. 
ROLL CALL –  
	Name
	Present
	Absent
	

	Ms. Banzaca  
	X
	
	Via Zoom

	Ms. Lucas
	X
	
	In Person

	Mr. Honey
	X
	
	Via Zoom

	 Mr. Pinajian
School librarian Ms. Nicolich
	X

	
	Via Zoom


	Ms. Staropoli
	X
	
	In Person

	Mayor Marana/

Councilman Tom Argiro
	X
X
	
	Via Zoom
Via Zoom

	Ms. McKeever
	X
	
	In Person


Also in attendance Emily Pepe In Person and Kathy Brunet via Zoom.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Resolved to approve the minutes from the April 28, 2021 regular board meeting. 
The minutes were adopted on a roll call vote as follows:

	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	second
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	Motion
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	
	X
	
	
	


GENERAL DISCUSSION –
DIRECTORS REPORT-

Program highlights and upcoming 

● April Crafts: 136 kits 

● April Story Time: 438 views 

● April Music with Miss Nita: 35 views 

● April Magical Melodies: 89 views 

● Weekly ESL Conversation class for Adults on Zoom: 7-10 adults per week. *ESL will take a break for June, July & August 

● April Canvas Painting for Adults on Zoom with Kari: 18 adults 

● April Organizing Program on Zoom: 20 adults 

Administrative 

● Library Cards: 1,850 patrons registered as of May 21, 2021. 4 new library cards since April’s report. 

● Requesting to stay open until 2:30 PM on Saturday, July 17th to host an outdoor, in-person Summer Dreams Concert for adults. 

● Propose to eliminate the building capacity limit in accordance with the Governor’s recommendation (currently it is 6 people max.) - we will still require masks to be worn while inside the library building. 

● Architect sent an invoice in the amount of $4,617.40 for the Design & Contract Documents + Reimbursable Expenses 

● Propose to open seating in the library in both the fiction & non-fiction rooms with 2 seats open per table. 

Strategic Plan 

● Committee met on Thursday, May 20th at 6:30 PM via Zoom. We drafted a Community Survey to be available both electronically and in print. 

● Our attorney reviewed the ADA project bid documents. His suggestions were given to Kent. We are awaiting the updated documents. 

● We are, also, waiting for guidance from the Borough regarding whether we need approval from the BCDCD to move forward with our plans. 

● Suggesting to discontinue the grant process for the NJ Library Construction Bond Act - after further review, the library does not have the proper community analysis to send with the application. 

● Strategic Plan 2022-2025 is currently being drafted - awaiting census information to be released and more community stats to be collected. 

BCCLS 

● As of May 10th, per BCCLS, we are no longer quarantining materials returned to the library and the delivery. However, we are still requiring returns to be placed in the outdoor book drop. 

Upcoming Meetings/Workshops 

● Next System Council will be on 6/10 at 10:00 AM, virtually Upcoming Programs/Ideas 

● Pop-Up Library in Hogan Park Wednesday, July 14th from 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM; paperwork has been submitted to Fran 

● Summer Reading information has been sent out to Northvale School & NVOT for distribution to families.
Friends of the Library Report-

As of 5/17 creative bug is up and running.  

The friends are looking to purchase mobile charging stations and more stackable chairs so patrons can utilize outside space.  

They are also creating a tri-fold brochure with the museum pass information.  
Treasurer’s Report-

Northvale Library account : $82,803.00 (deposit of $14, 508.25 -- the Balance of 2020 Boro contribution is pending confirmation) 

Northvale Library Capital Expense account: $141,625.17 (upon conformation of deposit the  $14,508.25 noted above will be transferred to the Capital expense account )

Note: Contributions to the Public Employees Retirement System (PERS) for 2019 & 2020 have been confirmed.  Employee pension program adjustment reduced the anticipated amount return to the library for 2019 & 2020 but the Library is still operating 10% under budget. 

ROLL CALL VOTES-

Resolved to approve the claims list for May in the amount of $5,390.87:
The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:
	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	Second
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana
Mr. Argiro
	Motion
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	
	X
	
	
	


Resolved to approve the replenishment of petty cash for $75:

The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:

	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	Motion
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	Second
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X


	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	
	X
	
	
	


Resolved to approve staying open until 2:30 on Saturday July 17th to host an outdoor, in-person Summer Dreams Concert for adults.
The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:

	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	Motion
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	Second
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X


	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	
	X
	
	
	


Resolved to approve eliminating the building capacity limit in accordance with the Governor’s recommendation.  Masks will still be required to be worn while inside the library building.
The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:
	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	Motion
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	Second
	X
	
	
	


Resolved to approve the architecture’s invoice of $4,617.40 out of the capital account for Design & Contract Documents plus Reimbursable Expenses for the ADA Grant project.
The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:
	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	Second
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X


	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	Motion
	X
	
	
	


Resolved to approve opening seating in the library in both the fiction & non-fiction rooms with 2 seats open per table.

The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:
	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	Motion
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X


	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	Second
	X
	
	
	


Resolved to stay approve to go into Executive Session to discuss personnel:
The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:

	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X

	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	Motion
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X


	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	Second
	X
	
	
	


Resolved to approve to hire Emily Pepe as the Director of the Northvale Public Library with an annual salary of $66,000; 3 weeks vacation; 10 sick days & 3 personal days starting June 1st 2021.
The resolution was adopted on a roll call vote as follows:
	Name
	ACTION
	YES
	NO
	ABSENT
	ABSTAIN

	Ms. Banzaca  
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Lucas
	
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Honey
	Motion
	X
	
	
	

	Mr. Pinajian
Ms. Nicolich
	
	X
	
	
	

	Ms. Staropoli
	Second
	X
	
	
	

	Mayor Marana

Mr. Argiro
	
	X


	
	
	

	Ms. McKeever
	
	X
	
	
	


HEARING OF THE PUBLIC –
The meeting was opened to the public at 7:19PM.  Kathy Brunet mentioned that the shrubbery in front of the library is overgrown and plants were supposed to be placed around the drop box.  Councilman Argiro will get the landscaping on the schedule for the town DPW.  Emily shared the library is having a little trouble obtaining a new drop box with the correct specifications.  She will provide an update when she has new information.  The meeting was closed to the public at 7:24
ADJOURNMENT 
On motion made by Tina Staropoli and seconded by Terri McKeever, the board, with all present being in favor, voted to adjourn at 7:33 PM

Respectfully submitted








Melissa Banzaca, Secretary
3

